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This document will be reviewed on an annual basis. However, a review or revision of any parts can be carried out at any time for service improvements and will be carried out following new legislation or changes to codes of practice.
This document can be viewed by the public during office hours or online.  
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	1. Brief history
	



For centuries, Corstorphine Old Church has served the local community, with structural evidence confirming its presence on the site since at least the medieval period. The building has undergone several significant transformations to preserve its historic character. In 1828, the renowned architect William Burn restored the medieval fabric while making several functional additions. This was followed by another major restoration between 1903 and 1905, overseen by architect George Henderson, which successfully returned the church to its traditional medieval configuration. The churchyard surrounds the building, creating a historic record in stone that spans hundreds of years. Within both the church and the yard, visitors can find a remarkable collection of medieval memorials, as well memorials dating from the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries. These monuments provide a unique chronicle of the individuals who shaped the district over the generations. As the village of Corstorphine expanded, the original churchyard was reaching capacity, and it’s likely, that this is why the nearby Corstorphine Hill Cemetery opened. 

	2. Site description 
	



Corstorphine Old Churchyard is easily accessible through three distinct access points, with the main entrance located on Corstorphine High Street. This entrance is marked by a traditional stone wall and iron gates, which open onto a tarmac path that guides visitors toward the historic churchyard. The entire site is securely enclosed by stone walls that vary in height. To the right of the main approach lies a large, open lawn area that adds a sense of space to the entrance.  A network of tarmac paths continues through the grounds, leading to the other two exits situated on Kirk Loan and the Corstorphine Old Parish Walkway. These well-defined routes allow for easy navigation around the church building and provide clear access to the various burial sections. The landscape is notably flat and well-ordered, creating a calm environment. There is a vast collection of monuments that vary significantly in size and style, ranging from grand, ornate structures to more modest markers and historic table tombs. While the churchyard features well-maintained flowerbeds that add seasonal colour, the landscape is characterised by limited trees and shrubbery.









	3. Site Summary

	Name
	Corstorphine Old Churchyard

	Address
	15/1 Kirk Loan Edinburgh

	Postcode
	EH12 7HD

	Ownership
	The City of Edinburgh Council

	Date site acquired
	1855

	Size
	0.69 hectares 

	Conservation area
	Yes

	Tree preservation
	No

	Listing
	A

	Access
	Pedestrian

	Opening hours
	24 hours














	4. Asset List
	

	Asset
	Location
	Information 

	Waiting room
	No
	

	Toilets
	No
	

	CCTV 
	No
	

	Signage 
	Cemetery gates
	Sign detailing name of the cemetery, cemetery user information signs, safety signs 

	Cabinet signage
	Cemetery entrance
	Sign welcoming cemetery users displaying cemetery rules, biodiversity information, other useful information for cemetery users

	Car park
	No
	

	Disabled parking
	No
	

	Taps
	No
	

	Litter bins
	No
	

	Benches
	Yes, see map
	

	Catacombs
	No 
	

	War memorials
	Yes, 4 war graves
	Further information on Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s webpage. 












	5. Grounds maintenance and biodiversity  
	



The Council has revised its approach to grounds maintenance in response to the current nature emergency. This approach aims to protect and enhance existing biodiversity while encouraging the development of new habitats across the cemetery. This means less frequent grass cutting, no use of weedkiller, introduction of wildflowers, and the encouragement of natural grassland growth. 

Routine maintenance activities are outlined below. A complete summary of our ground’s maintenance plans can be found in the Bereavement Services Cemeteries Management Plan. 

	Routine Maintenance 
	Frequency 
	Additional information

	Grass cutting
	Approx. every 10-12 weeks during appropriate seasons
	No grass cutting during No Mow May

	Strimming
	Approx. every 10-12 weeks during appropriate seasons
	No grass cutting during No Mow May

	Leaf clearance 
	When required
	Removal from hardstanding areas and pathways only. 

	Sunken graves
	When required
	

	Re-turfing / grass seeding
	When required
	Method will depend on season

	Hedge cutting
	
	

	Emptying bins
	When required
	













A biodiversity study conducted in 2021 identified that Corstorphine Old Churchyard already supports a large range of biodiversity, including a variety of trees, grasses, animals, and insects. The council is committed to protecting these existing habitats and encouraging biodiversity across the site. A list of species found in the cemetery in 2021 are detailed below. 

	Species List
	Details

	Trees
	Ash, cherry, Corstorphine sycamore, crab apple, cypress, laburnum, yew.

	Shrubs
	Bramble, buddleia, cotoneaster, elder, fuchsia, holly, hydrangea, hypericum, ivy, roses, virgina creeper 

	Grasses
	Cocksfoot, perennial rye grass, poa pratensis

	Flowers
	Begonia, creeping buttercup, daisy, dandelion, dock, groundsel, hairy willowherb, herb robert, ivy leaved toadflax, Michaelmas, daisy, potato, prickly sow thistle, thistle sp, ragwort plantain, rosebay willowherb, speedwell sp, white clover, wood avens, yarrow

	Fungi
	Agaricus sp, candlesnuff, field mushroom, honey fungus, meadow coral, meadow waxcap, parrot waxcap, 

	Mosses
	Grimmia pulvinata, hypnum sp

	Birds
	Blackbird, blue tit, chaffinch, goldfinch, great tit, house sparrow, jackdaw, long tailed tit, magpie, mistle thrush, robin, starling

	Insects
	Hoverflies, banded hoverfly, Eristalis pertinax, marmalade hoverfly, ladybirds, common wasp, buff tailed bumble bee, hawthorn shield bug






	6. Lair type and availability    
	



There are no new lair’s available at Corstorphine Old Churchyard. 






	7. Community involvement   
	



There are currently no established groups for Corstorphine Old Churchyard. 
Establishing or joining a 'Friends of' group is a meaningful way to contribute to your community while helping us protect these spaces. If you are interested in forming a new group or would like to enquire about future opportunities, please contact Bereavement Services.

























	8. Map   
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