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HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING CENTRES  

Household Waste Recycling Centres are solely provided for the recycling and disposal of household 

waste generated by households in Edinburgh.  Commercial waste is NOT accepted at these sites. 

This service is currently subject to some restrictions, additional to those below, as a result of COVID-

19. In particular site visits must be booked in advance. The current arrangements, and any changes 

to these, will be advertised on our website 

Opening Hours 

Our sites are open 7 days per week. We will publish our opening hours on the website. 

The sites may be closed on any or all of 25, 26 December each year and 1, 2 and 3 January each year. 

Closures may vary between sites. 

In exceptional circumstances (e.g. extreme weather) it may also be necessary to close sites at other 

times; in this event, the closure will be advertised via social media, or by emailing the customers 

who have a visit booked at the sites and times affected by the closure. 

Vehicle Access 

Trailers carrying household waste are only permitted on any site if they measure less than 6ft by 4ft 

(excluding the frame, tow hitches, etc). 

The following vehicles are not permitted in any household waste recycling centre: 

• any vehicle greater than 3.5 tonnes; 

• trailers greater than 6x4 ft, excluding frames or two tow hitches, but including horse boxes; 

• Luton vans  

• liveried vehicles 

• flat bed tipper style or transit style vehicles 

Hire vans carrying household waste are only permitted on any site if they are hired for a period not 

exceeding 5 days. The hire documentation must be shown, along with two forms of identification 

(one photographic), both showing the driver’s home address. This must be within the City of 

Edinburgh Council area. Appropriate forms of identification will be listed on the Council’s website. 

Vehicles hired for longer than 5 days will not be permitted on site. 

Commercial waste is not allowed at any site. 

We will take steps to prevent misuse of the sites and to that end reserve the right to use a variety of 

methods including, but not restricted to: physical barriers; automatic number plate recognition 

systems; permits. Where data is collected as a result of these measures, any information collected 

will be stored and managed in line with data protection principles and any relevant legislation. 
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Council staff have the right to refuse entry or deny tipping to any person they suspect of trying to 

deposit commercial waste, whether for disposal or recycling. 

Council staff have the right to require suspected traders or carriers of commercial waste to complete 

a “Household Waste Declaration” form to state that the waste is from their own domestic property. 

Appropriate photographic identification may be required to be shown to site staff when completing 

this form. 

Council staff have the right to inspect the contents of any load.  

Council staff have the right to visit any customer’s address if they are suspected of bringing in 

commercial waste, to establish the origin of the waste. 

Council staff have the right to ban, from all sites, any vehicle or customer suspected of ongoing 

illegal deposit of commercial waste. 

Behaviour on site 

Householders using the site must always follow the site rules and the instructions of our staff. This is 

for their safety, and that of others. These will be advertised on site, and on our website. You must 

follow instructions given by site staff for your safety. 

• Children and animals must remain in your vehicle at all times. 

• Only Edinburgh residents with their own household waste can use the site. 

• Commercial, trade or business waste is not allowed. 

• You must observe speed limits and traffic flow signs. Reversing is not allowed. 

• All waste must be sorted and deposited only in the correct container. 

• Only authorised contractors may remove materials from this site. 

The Council will prosecute anyone who threatens or assaults our staff. 

Items which can be accepted on site. 

We accept a wide range of household waste, but there are some items we are not able to accept. 

Our objective is to divert as much as possible for reuse or recycling. Items which can and cannot be 

accepted will be advertised on our website. 

From time to time we may need to make changes to the materials we can accept. These will be 

advertised on our website. 

 

 

 


