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Lacly Susan’s walk

Lady Susan’s Walk’, was the name given to a path used by Lady Susan Gilmour to
walk from her home in Inch House to Craigmillar Castle. A surviving part of this
walk makes up the new woodland path through Craigmillar Castle Park from
Old Dalkeith Road towards the Castle.

Lady Susan Lygon was born in London in 1870, a daughter of the 6th Earl of
Beauchamp. She married Sir Robert Gordon Gilmour in 1889 becoming Lady Susan
Lygon Gilmour. Their estates included Craigmillar Castle and nearby Inch House.
The latter became their home in 1891 after extensive renovations of both the
house and grounds.

Maps before 1850 show no formal walks within the grounds of Inch House,
however extensive changes were made to the grounds in 1852 and 1891. The 1893
map shows a path around the edge of Inch House named as Lady Susan’s Walk.
Today most of this lies beneath the houses of the Inch Estate.

Local memories recall Lady Susan reqularly walking with her maid through the
grounds of Inch House until she reached a small gate near the East Lodge House.
Her walk continued along a secluded path, parallel to the Old Dalkeith Road, and
shielded from public view by large hedges as well as the roadside wall.

Lady Susan crossed the road to what was then a locked gate in the wall and is
now the new entrance to Craigmillar Castle Park. The maid unlocked the gate
and they walked up to the Castle through an avenue of trees probably resting
at the top to admire the surrounding views of the Castle. That avenue was also
known locally as the ‘Lilac Walk’ although no such trees remain today.




