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Recent news

Background

Powderhall Railway Path: Progress Update
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At its meeting on 4 September 2018, the Committee
considered a Business Bulletin item relating to the potential
to establish a walking and cycling route along the
Powderhall Railway Line. This contained a commitment to
report back to Committee on progress by March 2019.

Road Safety and Active
Travel Manager
Place – Development
0131 469 3643 or

Members of the cross-service officer working group that
has been established to consider this issue subsequently
met with representatives of Leith Central Community
Council (LCCC) and the Powderhall Railway Path Working
Group (PRPWG) on 5 December 2018. This was a
constructive meeting and LCCC and PWPRG provided
officers with helpful information on several issues.
On 7 February 2019, officers met with representatives of
Network Rail (NR) to discuss the scope for undertaking a
feasibility study for a walking and cycling route.
NR advised that they are currently investigating options for
increasing passenger service capacity on the east side of
the city. They expect to submit an evaluation of these
options to Transport Scotland (TS) for consideration in
mid-2020.
Some of these options could potentially involve running
passenger services on the section of the Powderhall
Railway Line to the east of Easter Road. NR will not
therefore be able to make any decision on the future use of
this section of the Line, prior to TS deciding on whether to
take forward any or all of these options for further detailed
investigation.
In addition, the whole length of the Powderhall Railway
Line is formally designated as a strategic rail freight link.
This designation would have to be removed before NR
could determine the line to be surplus to future
requirements and allow its use for any other purpose.
Prior to doing this, NR would first have to undertake a
statutory consultation process with all freight operating
companies, who have a formal right to object. NR were
unable to provide a timescale for how long this process
could take but advised that it was likely to be lengthy.
Officers requested that NR initiate this consultation
process, to establish the position of the freight operators to
the potential removal of the designation.
There is also a long-term lease in place between NR and
the freight operator that formerly serviced the now closed
Powderhall waste transfer facility. NR advised that they
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are unable to unilaterally terminate this lease and that,
even if the operator were to agree to surrender it, the
affected section of the line would still have to go through
the consultation process described above and the lease
would have to be offered to all other freight operators.
Given the uncertainties that currently exist over the future
use of the Line, the Council cannot commit at this stage to
the significant work and cost associated with the extensive
site investigation works required for a full feasibility study.
However, officers will continue to engage with NR, LCCC
and PWPRG and will seek to gather relevant records and
information that would assist with a possible future study,
should a realistic prospect emerge for the delivery of a
walking and cycling route along the Line.
Spokes Low Cost Cycle Initiatives
The Spokes Low Cost Cycle Initiative projects were
reported to the Transport and Environment Committee on
28 February 2019. Of the projects that were identified as
potential ways to boost cycle use there were five projects
within the North East Locality. Two of the projects are
already in progress through design While another project
will be delivered as part of planned works in the new
financial year.
However, two of the projects were not recommended by
Officers. Please see list of North East projects below:
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Forthcoming activities:
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