Transport and Environment Committee

10.00am, Tuesday, 7 June 2016

Leith Programme - Objections to Redetermination
Order - Leith Walk (Brunswick Street to Iona Street)
Item number
Report number
Executive/routine
Wards

8.5

Routine
Leith Walk

Executive Summary
The Leith Programme involves approximately £9 million worth of road, footway and cycle
improvements along the whole length of Constitution Street and Leith Walk, which will
transform the character of these streets. The Programme is being delivered in a number
of phases, over several financial years.
The next phase of the Programme to be implemented (Phase Four) will be the section of
Leith Walk between Brunswick Street and Iona Street. The proposals for this section
require both a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and a Redetermination Order (RSO).
On 12 January 2016, objections received to the two Orders were reported to Committee,
which set aside the objections received to the TRO and instructed officials to refer the
objections to the RSO to Scottish Ministers.
This report informs the Committee of the Scottish Ministers' decision in relation to the
RSO.
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Report
Leith Programme - Objections to Redetermination Order
- Leith Walk (Brunswick Street to Iona Street)
1.

Recommendations

1.1

To note the Scottish Ministers' decision to confirm the Redetermination Order
(RSO).

2.

Background

2.1

The Leith Programme involves approximately £9 million worth of road, footway and
cycle improvements along the whole length of Constitution Street and Leith Walk,
which will transform the character of these streets. The Programme is being
delivered in a number of phases, over several financial years.

2.2

Following the decision of the Council, on 10 December 2015, to merge the Leith
Programme and the tram project, the Leith Programme will also deliver
approximately £1 million worth of tram enabling works in the footways on Leith
Walk.

3.

Main report

3.1

The next phase of the Programme to be implemented (Phase Four) will be the
section of Leith Walk between Brunswick Street and Iona Street. The proposals for
this section require both a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and a RSO.

3.2

In line with the statutory requirements for consultations, being carried out under the
terms of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the draft TRO was advertised
between 20 October and 17 November 2015.

3.3

In line with the statutory requirements for consultations being carried out under the
terms of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, the draft RSO was advertised during the
same period.

3.4

In addition, approximately 2,000 letters were delivered to businesses and residents
on Leith Walk and streets surrounding the area covered by the Orders, including
the whole length of Iona Street.

3.5

Four objections were received to the advertised TRO, and two objections were
received to the advertised RSO. On 12 January 2016, these objections were
reported to Committee, which set aside the objections received to the TRO and
instructed officials to refer the objections to the RSO to Scottish Ministers.
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3.6

The two objections to the RSO were subsequently referred to Scottish Ministers on
14 January 2016.

3.7

The Scottish Ministers’ decision on determination of the RSO was received on
26 May 2016. The Ministers decided to confirm the RSO.

3.8

The Ministers also suggested that the Council could re-examine its decision to
implement a "No Entry" restriction, as opposed to a "No Right Turn" restriction, at
Iona Street.

3.9

Full consideration was given to the possibility of implementing a “No Right Turn”
restriction at Iona Street as part of the development of the proposals. However, the
consequential impacts of this meant that a “No Entry” restriction was considered to
be preferable. It is not, therefore, considered necessary to re-examine this
decision.

4.

Measures of success

4.1

The measure of success for the Leith Programme will be an improved, more
attractive environment along Leith Walk and Constitution Street, particularly for
pedestrians and cyclists.

4.2

The proposals included in Phase 4 of the Programme should also result in an
improved street layout on the northern section of Leith Walk which meets the needs
of all road users.

5.

Financial impact

5.1

The costs associated with the statutory procedures to make the necessary Traffic
Regulation Order and Redetermination Order are estimated at £6,000.

5.2

The costs for this phase of construction will be subject to the outcome of a
competitive tendering process. Construction costs will be fully contained within the
Place managed Capital Investment Programme and the scheme is supplemented
by significant external funding awards from the Scottish Government and Sustrans
Scotland.

6.

Risk, policy, compliance and governance impact

6.1

The Council’s tram team and the tram operator have been consulted on the design
in order to ensure that a tram extension could be delivered on this section of Leith
Walk without having to make significant physical changes to the proposed layout.

Transport and Environment Committee - 7 June 2016

Page 3

7.

Equalities impact

7.1

An Equalities and Rights Impact Assessment (ERIA) for the Leith Programme
commenced during the consultation stage of the project and will be in effect
throughout its delivery.

7.2

It is likely that improvements to footways and pedestrian facilities will have a
positive impact on the safety, freedom of movement and access for all who live in or
use Leith Walk. This takes into account many people whose characteristics are
protected under the Equalities Act 2010.

8.

Sustainability impact

8.1

The impacts of this report in relation to the three elements of the Climate Change
(Scotland) Act 2009 Public Bodies Duties have been considered, and the outcomes
are summarised below. Relevant Council sustainable development policies have
been taken into account and are noted at Background Reading later in this report.

8.2

The proposals in this report will reduce carbon emissions by contributing towards
the core objectives of the Council’s Active Travel Action Plan to increase the
number of people walking and cycling in Edinburgh.

8.3

The proposals in this report will increase the city’s resilience to climate change
impacts by providing more opportunities for sustainable travel through
improvements to walking and cycling infrastructure.

8.4

The proposals in this report will help achieve a sustainable Edinburgh by delivering
environmental improvements which will benefit all users of Leith Walk.

9.

Consultation and engagement

9.1

Extensive consultation has been undertaken for the Leith Programme, including a
major public and stakeholder consultation and engagement process, undertaken
between September 2012 and January 2013, on the preliminary design for the
Programme. This included focus groups, an online survey that generated 482
responses and a community drop in event.

9.2

Since then, regular Key Stakeholder Group meetings have been held and an
Elected Member Oversight Group was set up, which met at key stages of the
project until its recent dissolution. An update on the Programme was provided to
the recently formed Transport Projects Working Group at its meeting on 12 May
2016.

9.3

A dedicated Leith Programme webpage is in place and is regularly updated to
provide information on the proposals.
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9.4

Further consultation on the proposals for Phase Four of the Programme was carried
out between 20 October and 17 November 2015, as part of the statutory process
for the necessary Traffic Regulation and Redetermination Orders. In addition,
approximately 2,000 letters were delivered to businesses and residents on Leith
Walk and streets surrounding the area covered by the Orders, including the whole
length of Iona Street. This gave any interested parties the opportunity to submit
formally any comments or objections to the Council. The outcomes of this process
were reported to the Committee on 12 January 2016.

10.

Background reading/external references

10.1 The Leith Programme: Consultation and Design - Report to the Transport and
Environment Committee by Director of Services for Communities, 19 March 2013.
10.2 Leith Programme, Objections to Traffic Regulation Order, Leith Walk (Brunswick
Street to Dalmeny Street) and Redetermination Order, Leith Walk (Brunswick Street
to Iona Street) - Report to the Transport and Environment Committee by Executive
Director of Place, 12 January 2016.
10.3 Active Travel Action Plan
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/4409/active_travel_action_plan
10.4 Transport 2030 Vision
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk//download/downloads/id/355/transport_2030_vision

Paul Lawrence
Executive Director of Place
Contact: Andrew Easson, Projects Development Manager
E-mail: andrew.easson@edinburgh.gov.uk Tel: 0131 469 3643
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11.

Links

Coalition Pledges

P18 - Complete the tram project in accordance with current
plans
P44 - Prioritise keeping our streets clean and attractive
P45 – Spend 5% of the transport budget on provision for cyclists

Council Priorities

CP9 - An attractive city
CP11 - An accessible connected city

Single Outcome
Agreement
Appendices

CP12 - A built environment to match our ambition
SO4 - Edinburgh’s communities are safer and have improved
physical and social fabric
Appendix 1 - Letter to Transport Scotland referring objections to
Scottish Ministers
Appendix 2 - Letter from Transport Scotland advising of Scottish
Ministers' determination
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APPENDIX 1

APPENDIX 2

