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(Belgrave Road, Edinburgh)
Summary

1.



Requests for the Council to make a Tree Preservation Order have been
received from both a local resident and the Corstorphine Trust.



The trees are a prominent landscape feature and contribute significantly to
the character and attractiveness of the locality.



Tree Preservation Order (TPO) No. 175 (Belgrave Road, Edinburgh) was
made under delegated powers on 20 January 2015.



The Order protects seven sycamore, two copper beech and one cherry tree
growing in the grounds of Belgrave Halls, Belgrave Road, Edinburgh. The
property previously belonged to the Church of Scotland and was formerly a
church with a separate hall. It was recently marketed as a development
opportunity.



An objection to the making of the Order has been made on behalf of the
current owner. The objection has been assessed and is addressed in the
report.



The TPO No. 175 provides temporary protection to the trees in question for a
period of six months. The Order needs to be confirmed by the Development
Management Sub-Committee to become permanent.

Background

1.1

The site in question was formerly a Church of Scotland property comprising two
halls, one of which is believed to have been a church. It occupies a large corner
plot on the junction with Belgrave Road and Belgrave Gardens.

1.2

The trees in question consist of seven sycamore trees, two copper beech trees
and one cherry tree. The trees are positioned along the western and southern
boundaries of the site. There is a further single sycamore tree, but this has not
been included in the Order as it is a poor specimen in poor condition. The Tree
Preservation Order (TPO) map is included at Appendix 1. The trees are in early
maturity and contribute significantly to the character and attractiveness of the
locality.

1.3

A request for a TPO was received in 2005, but no action was considered
appropriate at the time. Subsequent requests have been received. Two further
requests from the Corstorphine Trust were received with evidence that the halls
were actively being marketed for sale.
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1.4

In view of their amenity value, and to afford the trees protection should
redevelopment of the site take place, a TPO was made by the Head of Planning
and Building Standards under delegated powers on 20 January 2015.

2.

Main report

2.1

There are a number of mature and early mature trees within the site, generally
towards the west boundary and along the southern boundary. These are seven
sycamore trees, two copper beech trees and one cherry tree. There is a further
semi-mature sycamore tree, which is in poor health and condition that is not
considered suitable for a TPO. The trees are indicated on the TPO map as; T1
an individual cherry, T2 a sycamore, G1 a close grouping of one sycamore and
one copper beech, and G2 a further group consisting of one copper beech and
five sycamore in a linear group along the southern boundary.

2.2

These trees are in satisfactory health and condition and are a prominent and
attractive feature, contributing significantly to the attractiveness and character of
the locality.

2.3

A request for a TPO to be made was received in May 2005. While recognising
the amenity value of the trees, the Department’s Arboriculturist did not consider
an Order to be expedient at that time. Two further requests from the
Corstorphine Trust were received with evidence that the halls were actively
being marketed for sale.

2.4

In view of the amenity provided by the trees, their local interest and to afford the
trees protection should future redevelopment take place, it was considered
expedient to make a TPO to prohibit carrying out work to the trees without the
prior consent of the Council as planning authority. This allows the Council an
opportunity to have regard to the impact of the proposed tree work on amenity.

2.5

Subsequently an enquiry regarding the potential redevelopment of the site was
received by the Planning and Building Standards Service. The TPO would not
prevent redevelopment of the site, but may potentially restrict the extent of
development that could take place, in order to protect the trees on site.

2.6

A TPO was made by the Head of Planning and Building Standards on 20
January 2015 and was served on all interested parties.

2.7

On the making of the TPO, and in accordance with the Regulations, copies of the
Order were served on all those with an interest in the land, an advert was placed
in “The Scotsman” newspaper and a copy of the Order made available at the
local library. Any person then has 28 days to object to the Order or make any
other representation. One objection was received, on the grounds that (i) one
tree, a sycamore was in need of felling, (ii) two of the seven sycamores in the
linear group G2 were in poor condition, and (iii) that the cherry tree has limited
viability in the long term. The objection letter and response are attached to this
report.
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2.8

In response, the Planning and Building Standards Service’s Arboriculturist
pointed out that: (i) the sycamore which needed felling was not included in the
Order for the reason of its poor condition, (ii) that the two poorer sycamore trees
are components of a linear group (G2) and it is the group itself which is of high
value. Any need to remove poorer trees within the group can be accommodated
under the Order and the Planning Authority would have the powers to require
the replacement of these trees to ensure the continuity of the amenity provided
by the group, and (iii) that the cherry tree appeared in reasonable health and
condition and the objector’s own tree survey assessed the tree as fair with 20 to
40 years future life expectancy. As such, removal of the cherry tree from the
Order was not considered to be justified.

2.9

The TPO initially provides six months protection to the trees. Under new
Regulations introduced in 2011, the Order will expire after six months unless
confirmed by the Planning Authority within this period, which in this instance is
before 20 June 2015. Confirmation of the Order is required to retain the TPO
and provide long term protection to the trees.

3.

Recommendations

3.1

It is recommended that the Development Management Sub-Committee:
 confirms Tree Preservation Order No 175 (Belgrave Road, Edinburgh).

Measures of success
The protection of prominent trees in the City that contribute to amenity and cultural
heritage.

Financial impact
This report will have no financial implications.

Equalities impact
There are no adverse impacts arising from this report.

Sustainability impact
The protection of trees will have a positive impact on sustainability objectives.
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Consultation and engagement
The Tree Preservation Order was advertised in accordance with the Regulations in
“The Scotsman” newspaper allowing 28 days for third parties to make representations.
One representation was received. This representation and the Head of Planning and
Building Standards’ response are enclosed.

Background reading/external references
None

David R. Leslie
Acting Head of Planning and Building Standards

Links
Coalition pledges
Council outcomes

Single Outcome
Agreement

Appendices

CO19 - Attractive Places and Well Maintained – Edinburgh
remains an attractive city through the development of high
quality buildings and places and the delivery of high standards
SO2 - Edinburgh's citizens experience improved health and
wellbeing, with reduced inequalities in health
SO4 - Edinburgh's communities are safer and have improved
physical and social fabric
1. Tree preservation order map for TPO No 175 (Belgrave
Road, Edinburgh)
2. Letter of objection
3. Planning authority response to objection
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Appendix 1
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Appendix 2
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Appendix 3
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