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Executive summary
The City of Geneva, in partnership with the University of Geneva, has invited
Edinburgh to join a newly proposed network of cities which have universities in their
central heart. The invitation to attend a first exploratory meeting in Geneva on 19 and
20 March was received by both the Lord Provost and the Principal of the University of
Edinburgh. Due to the timing of information received on other cities attending, and the
need to understand the extent of political representation, a decision to be represented
was required to be made under Paragraph 4.1 of the Committee Terms of Reference
and Delegated Functions. The purpose of this report is to note this decision. Details of
the meeting are contained in the feedback report in the Business Bulletin.

Executive summary

Report
Invitation from Geneva – UniversCités Network
Recommendations
The Committee is asked to:
1.1

To note acceptance by the Convener of Culture and Sport to attend the
inaugural meeting of a new network initiated by Geneva, alongside the Vice
Principal International of the University of Edinburgh. The proposed network is
entitled UniversCités and its purpose is to exchange good practice on the
opportunities and challenges shared by cities and city centre based universities.

Background
2.1

The Mayor of the City of Geneva and the Rector of the University of Geneva
have invited a select number of cities with universities at their heart to consider
establishing a new network entitled UniversCités. The invitation was sent to the
Lord Provost and the Principal of the University of Edinburgh. The dates of the
inaugural meeting were 19 to 20 March 2015. Both the University of Edinburgh
and the Lord Provost responded positively to the initiative. However, details of
the cities attending, the format of the meeting and political representation were
received outwith the Committee reporting schedule.

2.2

The other cities which have responded positively to the initiative and attended
the inaugural meeting are Barcelona, Nantes, Lyon, Beirut, Brussels, Dakar,
London, Milan, New York, Prague, Rome, Sao Paulo and Zurich. Expert
speakers attended from Colombia University, New York, Beijing and Geneva /
the United Nations.

2.3

The University of Edinburgh was represented by the Vice Principal International
and the Convener of Culture and Sport attended for the Council.

Main report
3.1

A copy of the invitation to the Lord Provost to attend an inaugural meeting of the
proposed network ‘UniversCités’ on 19 and 20 March is attached as Appendix 1.

3.2

As a new initiative, it was important to identify which cities and universities had
agreed to attend, and to consider the programme for the event. As this

information came outwith the Committee reporting schedule, the Director of
Economic Development, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, agreed
representation at the meeting by the Convener of Culture and Sport under
Paragraph 4.1 of the Committee Terms of Reference and Delegated Functions
as a matter of urgency.
3.4

The Council works very closely with all the universities in Edinburgh under a
‘Town and Gown’ Programme led by External Relations. This includes the
production of civic welcome and promotional films for all international students
arriving in the city and for international student recruitment abroad. The Council
and the universities keep in regular touch on international events and activities
and undertake joint projects

3.5

While this particular initiative by the City and University of Geneva is specifically
directed to our relationship with the University of Edinburgh given its central
location within the city, it is anticipated that the learning and profile gained within
the initiative will be of benefit for the Council’s relations with all of Edinburgh’s
universities through the Council’s Town and Gown programme.

3.6

In accordance with reporting requirements for elected members attending
events, details of the meeting are held in the Business Bulletin.

Measures of success
4.1

Raise the city’s international profile

4.2

Promote Edinburgh’s expertise in Town and Gown relations

4.3

Learn from international good practice

4.4

Strengthen links with cities with universities at the heart of their economy

Financial impact
5.1

The cost of air travel was £290.15 per person. The cost of accommodation was
£88.00 per person. Two representatives attended the inaugural meeting – the
Convener of Culture and Sport and the Head of External Relations and Investor
Support. The costs were met from the External Relations budget.

Risk, policy, compliance and governance impact
6.1

The actions and outputs described in this report adhere to the risk compliance
policy and governance arrangements. In addition the recommendations in the
report do not impact on any existing policies of the Council.

Equalities impact
7.1

The Council’s European and International Strategy, External Funding Strategy
and Parliamentary activity supports the Council’s commitment to equal
opportunities.

Sustainability impact
8.1

Modern technology is utilised wherever possible in international liaison and all
travel is in accordance with the Council’s Sustainable Travel Plan.

Consultation and engagement
9.1

The External Relations team engages across the Council and with a wide range
of players in the city of a consultative basis. This includes a Team Edinburgh /
Team Scotland approach linking closely to the Consular Corps, the Scottish
Government, the Chamber of Commerce the Parliaments, the Higher and
Further Education Sectors, Festivals Edinburgh and Marketing Edinburgh.

Background reading / external references
Appendix 1: Letter of invitation from the City of Geneva and the University of Geneva

Greg Ward
Director of Economic Development
Contact: Elaine Ballantyne, Head of External Relations and Investor Support
E-mail: elaine.ballantyne@edinburgh.gov.uk
Tel: 0131 469 3854

Links
Coalition pledges

Council outcomes

Single Outcome
Agreement
Appendices

P30 - Continue to maintain a sound financial position including
long-term financial planning
P31 - Maintain our City’s reputation as the cultural capital of the
world by continuing to support and invest in our cultural
infrastructure
CO7- Edinburgh draws new investment in development and
regeneration
CO25 – The Council has efficient and effective services that deliver
on objectives
CO26 - The Council engages with stakeholders and works in
partnership to improve services and deliver on agreed objectives
SO1- Edinburgh's economy delivers increased investment, jobs
and opportunities for all

1 - Invitation Letter and enclosures

