Minutes
Petitions Committee
2pm, Thursday, 6 November 2014
Present
Councillors Chapman, Dixon, Edie, Gardner, R Henderson (substituting for Councillor
Redpath), Keil, Key, Paterson.
Also in attendance
Councillor Bill Henderson and Councillor Dominic Heslop

1.

Minute

Decision
To approve the minute of the Committee meeting of 4 September 2014 as a correct
record.

2.

Petitions Committee Business Bulletin 6 November 2014

The Petitions Business Bulletin for 6 November 2014 was presented.
Decision
To note the Business Bulletin.
(Reference – Business Bulletin 6 November 2014, submitted.)

3.

Petitions for Consideration: Overview Report

The Committee was asked to consider one petition.
A valid petition entitled ‘Ratho Surgery Capacity’ had been received.
The petition received 562 signatures both online and in paper format. Of these 562
signatures, 491 were considered valid and 71 were considered invalid signatures for
reasons including the signatory was not registered on the electoral roll in Edinburgh.
Mr Matt Tildesley, the principal petitioner, was unable to attend the Petitions Committee
to speak on behalf of the petition. However Mr Tildesley submitted a statement in which
he highlighted that the surgery at Ratho had not increased in size or capacity to meet
the expanding population of Ratho and the surrounding area.

Councillor Dominic Heslop, as a Ward Councillor of the area, fully supported the
petitioners argument and highlighted the number of housing applications for the area,
should they be granted, would only exacerbate the situation with regards to healthcare
in Ratho.
Councillor Ricky Henderson, as a Ward Councillor of the area, stated that there is
frustration locally at the state of disrepair of the surgery and the lack of adequate
healthcare provision. Councillor Henderson was optimistic that progress has been
made in identifying a suitable site for a new doctor’s surgery in Ratho.
A proposed timeline for the redevelopment of the surgery at Ratho was submitted by
NHS Lothian (see appendix 1 to this minute).
Decision
1)

To note the petition entitled ‘Ratho Surgery Capacity’

2)

To note the commitment of NHS Lothian, in consultation with the City of
Edinburgh Council, to work on the proposed business plan to open a new
surgery in Ratho.

3)

To request that the Petitions Committee and the Pentlands Neighbourhood
Partnership are kept informed of the progress made against the timeline.

(Reference – report by the Director of Corporate Governance, submitted.)

4.

Petitions for Consideration: Overview Report

The Committee was asked to note that two invalid petitions had been received and there is
currently one petition open for signatures on the Council website
Decision
1)

To note that there is currently one ongoing petition ‘‘Bike Hire Scheme’ open for
signature on the Council website.

2)

To note that two petitions had been received which did not meet the petitions
criteria as detailed below.

Petition Name
Petition to remove the new
changes to George Street
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Details
To note that the petition was invalid as
the individual submitting the petition
was not on the electoral register in
Edinburgh.
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Petition Name
Road Safety at South
Morningside Primary School

Details
Invalid in terms of paragraph 1 (2) of
the petitions criteria as it relates to a
matter already being considered or
scheduled to be considered by the
Council or a committee.

(Reference – report by the Director of Corporate Governance, submitted.)
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