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1

Purpose of report

1.1

To inform Committee of the progress to date on the removal of duty to
notify Historic Scotland on certain types of Listed Buildings consent
applications.

2

Summary

2.1

Since 1 August 2010, the City of Edinburgh Council has had delegated
authority to grant listed building consent for B listed buildings without
notification to Scottish Ministers. The removal of the requirement to
notify Ministers has had a positive impact on the Council’s performance
relating to listed buildings.

2.2

A monitoring scheme was agreed whereby 20% of all previously
notifiable applications are submitted to Ministers every three months.
The quality of decision making has not been questioned.

3

Main report

3.1

The Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas (Removal of Duty to
Notify) (Scotland) Direction 2010, issued by Scottish Ministers, renders
Section 12 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
(Scotland) Act 1997 non-applicable in respect of certain applications for
listed building consent for B listed buildings. It requires the City of
Edinburgh Council to notify Scottish Ministers (Historic Scotland) of
decisions taken on those applications.

3.2

From 1 August 2010, the City of Edinburgh Council has been able to
grant listed building consent to specific types of applications as detailed
in the Direction without first giving Scottish Ministers the opportunity to
decide whether or not they wish to call in the case for their own
decision. The details of this operation were agreed in advance of the

Direction. Annex 1 contains the Direction from Historic Scotland and
the description of applications to which Section 12 of the Act shall not
apply. This scheme allows Historic Scotland to focus more resources
in areas where they can add value to the development process.
3.3

The City of Edinburgh Council was one of three local authorities that
piloted this scheme of delegated authority from 1 October to 31
December 2008. The pilot scheme improved efficiency in the handling
of applications, although the preparation of a monitoring report for each
application proved onerous. This was reported to Committee on 26
February 2009 with the recommendation that any monitoring should
ensure that duplication of work is avoided. Subsequently, when
Historic Scotland sought feedback on the scheme, Committee asked
for a simplified method of monitoring.

3.4

Currently, 20% of all applications that were previously notifiable, and
approved by the DM Sub-Committee, are submitted to Historic
Scotland. They are forwarded, with details of the decision, a description
of the proposal and a link to the application file on the Planning and
Building Standards Portal. Historic Scotland has raised no concerns
over the quality of the decision of any application notified.

3.5

Since 1 August 2010, the Department has processed a total of 330
applications for B listed buildings. Out of this total, 267 applications
have been processed under delegated powers, and only 69 have been
notified to Historic Scotland, due to the nature of the proposals. Under
the agreed monitoring scheme 51 applications have been referred to
Historic Scotland (from August 2010 to April 2011).

3.6

Between 1 August 2010 and 30 April 2011, 81% of all applications for
B listed buildings were processed within the statutory two-month
timeframe.
This compares with a figure of 52% applications
determined over the same time period in the previous year. An
improvement of 29%. The number of applications determined within
three months, which captures the 28-day referral period to Historic
Scotland, has also reduced from 36% to 11%. This basic analysis
indicates a marked improvement in performance.

3.7

Given the considerable statistical improvement in performance, and the
fact that the quality of decision making has not been questioned by
Historic Scotland, it is the Service’s view that the increased delegation
is working well and that the scope of the Direction could be extended to
include a wider range of works applicable to category B listed buildings.
There would also be merit in discussing with Historic Scotland whether
the lessons learned from this approach could be extended to cover
certain minor types of applications for works proposed to category A
listed buildings.

4

Financial Implications

4.1

There are no direct financial implications as a result of this working
arrangement.

5

Equalities Impacts

5.1

There is no direct equalities impact arising from this report.

6

Environmental Impacts

6.1

There is no environmental impact as a result of the Direction due to the
robustness of in-house policy and procedures.

7

Conclusions

7.1

The removal of duty to notify Historic Scotland has led to increased
efficiency in the processing of the majority of applications for listed
building consent for category B listed buildings. Robust internal
procedures ensure that the quality of decision making remains
unaffected. This ensures that Historic Scotland can focus resources in
areas where it can add value to the development process.

7.2

The success of the process suggests it could be extended to include
other types of proposals to category B listed buildings and to minor
proposals to category A listed buildings.

8

Recommendations

8.1

It is recommended that the Committee:
a) notes this report; and
b) asks the Director to discuss options with Historic Scotland to extend
the scope of the Direction by increasing the description of
applications for category B listed buildings, and to consider an
agreed description of applications to category A listed buildings.

Dave Anderson
Director of City Development
____________________________________________________________________________________

Appendices

1. Historic Scotland description of applications
to which Section 12 shall not apply

Contact/tel/email Jenny Bruce 0131 529 3510
jenny.bruce@edinburgh.gov.uk
Wards affected

All

Single Outcome
Agreement

Supports National Outcome 1 - We live in
a Scotland that is the most attractive place
for doing business in Europe
Supports National Outcome 12 – We value
and enjoy our built and natural
environment and protect it and enhance it
for future generations.
Supports Edinburgh Outcome –
Edinburgh’s natural and built environment
is supported and enhanced.
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